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case it should be so provided, that, whatsoever chance, ye be not
driven to that the answer of imprudent persons, ' non putabam \
Princes of circumspection, intending sincerely and in all points
to observe for their part their promises and treaties, (as we do
for our behalf) cannot but like, as they do mean 'well, to foresee
and provide that, in case of instability, there be left inconsider-
ately no starting hole for such as they treat with to digress from
that sincerity of proceedings that is so meant.   As we have the
more cause to do, specially seeing that, after such vehement
heat of promises and offers, we find in them such cold and slack
proceedings.   We see the meagreness of the power; we see by
their own confession the slender instruction they have in all
points   to  be  treated;   we  perceive   they  allege   upon   things
already agreed here, that their ambassadors passed the bonds of
their commission, and that they make as much strangeness at
the declaration of their offer made to conclude a straighter amity
as though there had never been any such thing offered, but to
refer unto you the opening of all together, as though we should
sue for it, as they never had offered or heard of any such thing;
and at the least they refuse to proceed to the other overture
of marriage, minding not to conclude unless upon both together.
This their strange and marvellous coldness should utterly
discourage us further to treat with them, were it not that we be
of such constant mind as we be loath to have entered so far con-
ferences and no resolution to follow thereupon, and that we will
leave no good office to entertain and increase the old and ancient
amity that hath been ever between us and them, our progenitors
and theirs.   As we caused our good zeal and affection therein
lately to -be showed unto the Emperor by Sir Thomas Wyatt,
Knight, our ambassador with him, and by our servant Philip
Hoby,  whom we sent thither for  that purpose,  with  such
.   instructions as we doubt not but our Council hath made you,
.Thomas Wriothesley, participant of, and ye your colleagues.
Whereunto, as we understand by the report of our said servant
Hoby, who returned thence about the i7th of this present, the
Emperor made answer1 that he took our advertisements and
gentle kindness, as well concerning the conservation of his own
M This is the answer to No, vii.
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